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SUBJECT: SOVIET RETURN OF JAPANESE PAINTINGS 

REF: STATE 063710 (NOTAL) 

BACKGROUND REQUESTED AS FOLLOWS: 

ALL OF 42 PAINTAINGS IN COLLECTION TO BE PRESENTED BY 

SOVIETS TO GOJ WERE BY LATE JAPANESE PAINTER HEIACHIRO 

FUKUDA AND BELEIVED TO BE PART OF GROUP OF 60 DONE IN THE 

1930'S CURRENT VALUE UNKNOWN BUT NOT BELEIVED HIGH. PAINTINGS WERE 

OWNED BY SAD AMU SHUTO, PRESIDENT OFTHE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

IN T ALIEN, LOCATED IN WHAT WAS THEN MANCHIRIA. ACCORDING 

TO ARTIS'S SON, WHO RUNS COFFEE SHOP IN OSAKA, SOVIETS ACQUIRED 

PAINTINGS FROM SHUTO IN 1945 IN EXCHANGE FOR FOOD AND 

TOOK THEM TO MOSCOW. EVER SINCE PAINTINGS TURNED UP AT SOVIET 

NATIONAL MUSUEM LAST SUMMER, JAPANESE ART COLLECTORS HAVE BEEN 

PRESSING SOVIETS FOR OPPORTUNITY TO EXHIBIT THEM IN JAPAN. 

GOJ HAS MADE NO FORMAL REQUEST FOR PAINTINGS. 
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